Kathleen H. Murphy
Professor/Faculty Coordinator, Distance Learning
Gateway Community College

PLAY TO LEARN: ENGAGE
STUDENTS WITH ONLINE
ACTIVITIES

Why use games to engage
students?

Create a variety of supplemental learning
materials for students to choose from while they
are attempting to master the content of the
course.

Offers a variety of tools that allows students with

different learning styles to find study aids that
meet their needs.

What types of games are
available?

Simple games (crosswords, matching, etc.) are
useful for courses that include new terminology.
More complex games (action mazes, simulations,
virtual worlds) introduce higher-order thinking.
Critical analysis
Problem-solving
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Whatis‘Quandary?

Quandary is an application for creating web-
based action mazes.

An action maze is a kind of interactive case-
study.

The user is presented with a situation.

The user is also given a number of courses of action to
choose from in order to deal with the situation.

Whatis‘Quandary?

When the user chooses an option he/she is
presented with the resulting situation and
another set of options to choose from.

Working through this branching tree is like

negotiating a maze, hence the name “action
maze.”

Action'Maze Applications

Problem-solving
Diagnosis

Procedural training

Let's view a sample maze that was created by
Stacey Williams, Director of Distance Learning at
Naugatuck Valley Community College:

Stocks for CBEA.htm



Stocks_for_CBEA.htm

Best Practices

Take the time to become familiar with the program
Give yourself enough lead time to develop the maze
Develop a storyboard first

Test Test Test!
Functionality
Interactivity
Understandable
*+ Geta volunteer to try it out before posting it in a course

Let’sivisit Quandary...

Home pa
v.halfbakeds
Quandary Tutorial

halfbakeds

Hot Potatoes™

Let's make a very simple crossword puzzle using
Hot Potatoes™, and create an HTML page.

See attached handout with step-by-step
instructions.

Hot Potatoes™ Home Page:
http:// i
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http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/quandary.php
http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/quandary.php
http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/quandary/version_2/tutorial/tutorial.htm
http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/quandary/version_2/tutorial/tutorial.htm
http://www.crsol.com/knowledge_center/pfat/perffact.htm
http://www.crsol.com/knowledge_center/pfat/perffact.htm
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/

Let’s create a crossword puzzle
andthen try it out...

The_Color Of.htm

Here's an example of a crossword from my
Principles of Management online course:
ChaCrossword.htm

Questions?

Kathleen H. Murphy
kmurpiyi@gwcc.commnet.edu

203-285-2295
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The_Color_Of.htm
Ch1Crossword.htm
mailto:kmurphy@gwcc.commnet.edu

Creating a Crossword Puzzle Using Hot Potatoes™ and Saving it
as an HTML file:

Here’s the link for downloading the Hot Potatoes™ software onto your computer:
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/

1. Open Hot Potatoes™
2. Click on JCross

Hot Potatoes” Verth &

From Half-Baked Software Inc

3. Click on the icon that’s the 3" from the right (it says “Create a grid layout automatically
from a list of words” when you sit your cursor over it.

=

&, Add Clues

A\



http://hotpot.uvic.ca/

a. Or: Click on the Manage Grid pull-down menu, and click on Automatic Grid-Maker

File Edt Insert i Options Help
2 ld Bl e Automatic Grid-Maker
## Change Grid Size
| A Force upper case

Title g

4. Type in each word and hit enter after each word (I use a maximum of 20 words)
e —

| JCross: [Untitled]
File Edit Insert Manage Grid Optons Help
BB RY (v me W B 2 |

C'd' Create a crossword grid automatically - | (| | b4 |
Enter each word or phrase on a ;
separate line:
red ~

biue #, Make the grid |
white
E!|VEF Number of words
@, Add Clues pin = used in best
| browin result so far: 0/0
purple

black

Al
< > Maximum grid size: |20 3 Stop now — that's good enough |
Vl

o €]

4

a. If one of your “words” contains more than one word, don’t include a space between

the words.
b (13 b b1
5. Click on “Make the grid

Q: Create a crossword grid automatically - 10l x |
Enter each word or phrase on a 1=
separate line:

L‘Tﬁe - “, Make the grid

white

5“"&‘" Number of words

pin o used in best

brown result so far: 0/0

purple -

black v

Maximum grid size® |20 3: Stop now — that's good enough
-




6. Type in the title of your crossword in the box under “Title” on the left hand-side of the
screen.
7. Click on “Add Clues”

o |JCross: [Untitled]
File Edit Insert Manage Grid Options  Help

ecHBORY | Lne M| B 2 |
Tite G
B ROWN
E
E
Pl NK
U
RED
P
L OW
E H
I
T
BLUE
L
A
C
K

8. Click on the word you want to enter the clue for, type in your clue for that word (and include
a hint if it is more than one word and a note not to include spaces between words), then click
on the “OK” with the red check mark under the section (across or down) that you are
working on.

 JCross: [Untitled]

Fle FEdit Insert Manage Grid Options  Help
eecHBEORY o B | H B | 7|

Tite [l G

“The Color B ROWN
of." {, |Add Clues
Edit  Insert
Across | Waords | Clues A
2 BROWMN T
4 PINK _l

« N

foothall \ 0K

V Down I Words I Clues A
1 GREEN T
3 SIl VFR o
4 | 1 3
~ O}
v OK



9. Do this for each word, and click on “OK” with the green check mark at the bottom in the
center when you’re done entering all of your clues.

“w JCross: [Untitled]
File Edt Insert Manage Grid Options Help
FECEEI TR L L

Tite [l G
“The Color B R OWN
of.." o, [Add Clues
Edit Insert
Across | Waords | Clues ”
8 BLUE sky. A
s =
shy + 0K
A
< >
Y Down Words Clues A
8 BLACK tar A
v
< il | =
tar ¥ 0K
Ji

K
10. Click on the Options pull-down menu
11. Click on Configure Output

Fle Edit Insert Manage Grid Rei Help
e E G E 4 | WL 5| Configure Output

¢r Font... -
%2 Right-to-left e

Title . Toolbar Options

Show tookips

"The Color @ Reload config info from file
of.." & Interface v

. Set source file location
B Clear source file location

FlIN A

E

-
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12. In the Titles/Instruction tab, delete the word “Crossword” if you already entered a title that
has the word “crossword in it.” Leave the rest of that tab alone.

w JCross: [Untitled]
File Edt Insert Manage Grid Options Help

Q: Configuration file: C:\Program Files\HotPotatoesé\englishé.cfg
Undo  Insert

Titles/Instructions |Pmmpts.’Feedback| Buttons | Appearance | Timer | Other | Custom | cGI |

Exercise subfitle:

Crossword

Instructions
Complete the crossword, then click on "Check” to check your answer. If you are stuck, you

can click on "Hint" to get a free letter. Click on a number in the grid to see the clue or clues
for that number.

& Load | H save | B save As | ' 0K | ? Help |
13. Prompts/Feedbabk tab: leave everything the way it is.

g_" JCross: [Untitled]

File Edit Insert Manage Grid Options  Help

(,: Configuration file: C:\Prograr. Files\HotPotatoesé\english6.cfg
Undo  Insert
Titles/Instructions Prompts/Feedback |ButLons| Appearancel Timer I Other I Custom | ole]] I

Clues across:
IAcrOEE:

Clues down:
IDown:

Cormect
ICorrect! Well done.

Some answers incorrect:
ISome of your answers are incorrect. Incorrect squares have been blanked out.

Correct letter added
IA correct letter has been added.

Your score is:
IYour score is

= Load | H sae | B saess | ' OK 9 Help |

14. Buttons tab: Click in the boxes for “Include Next Exercise button” and “Include Go to
Contents button” to remove the checkmarks.



\" JCross: [Untitled]

File Edt Inzert Manage Grid Optons  Help

aedBE G E¥
Q Configuration file: C:\Program Files\HotP statoes6\english6.cfg

Title Undo  Insert
- Titles/Instructions | Prompts/Feedback Buttons | Appearance | Timer | Other | Custom | CGI
The Color l l I I I l
of...” ; : Check
Caption for “Check Answer” button:
Caption for "Enter Answer” button: IEnter
Caption for "0OK” button: IOK
¥ Include "Hint" button Caption: |Hmt
&, Add Clues
Mavigation
[~ Include "Next Exercise” button Caption |=>
Mext exercise URL: Ine'ﬂ:t|:ag|e htm - Browse |
[~ Include "Go to Contents™ button Caption I\ndex
Cantents page URL I:cntents htm = Browse |
[~ Include "Back™ button Caption: |<:
& Load | H save | E save As | o 0K 7 Help |
A\ ]

15. Appearance tab: leave everything the way it is
16. Timer tab: leave as is, unless you want it to be a timed exercise
17. Other tab

a. Click in the box for “Show all clues below the crossword grid”

File Edt Insert Manage Grid Options Help
aedEH < E ¢

g:" Configuration file: C:\Program Files\HotPotatoest\english6.cfg
Title

Undo Insert

Titles/Instructions PromptsfFeedbackI ButtonslAppearance Timer Other |Qu5t0m| CGl |

"The Color
of.." [~ Include SCORM 1.2 functions
v Show all clues below the crossword grid:
™ Do special processing to handle right-to-left language data in the output.
[~ Create a separate linked file containing the JavaScript code
A, Add Clues [~ Make answer-checking case-sensitive
A
< >
Y
™ Include a keypad to help the student type non-roman characters
Always include these characters on the keypad:

& Load | I save | ] save As | ' OK ? Help

18. Custom tab: leave everything the way it is
19. CGl tab: leave everything the way it is



20. Click the OK button with the green check mark

Fle Edit Insert Manage Grid Optons  Help

\'" Configuration file: C:\Program Files\HotPotatoes6\englishé.cfg

Undo  Insert

Titles/Instructions | Prompts/Feedback | Buttons | Appearance | Timer  Other | Custom | CGI
"The Color P I | App - l_ ! l

£
nclude 5 .2 functions
o ™ Include SCORM 1.2 functi

¥ Show all clues below the crossword grid
™ Do special processing to handle right-to-left language data in the output.

[~ Create a separate linked file containing the JavaScript code

&, Add Clues I Make answer-checking case-sensitive

A
< >

Y

I Include a keypad ta help the student type non-roman characters
Always include these characters on the keypad:

el
= Load | H save B save As | oK ? Help

21. Click on the File pTJII-down menu
22. Click on Save As
a."‘ JCross: [Untitled]

§=¥ Edit Insert Manage Grid Options Help

‘8 New ColN b | 28 | & | o
= Open Ctri+0
H save Ctr+S
(=] G
<7 Add Reading Text akR IB R O WN
¥4 Add Metadata Ctr+M £
B Create Web page v
% Create Zip Package F7 E
i% Create SCORM 1.2 Package F8 | N K
&h Export for Printing Ctri+P
Ch14AppBCrossword.jow
Chi3Part2Crossword.jow ED
Ch13Part1Crossword.jow
Ch12Part2Crossword.jow
Chi2PartiCrossword.jow
. oW
¥ Exit Ctr+Q

Y77 RTE H



23. Click on the arrow to the right of the Save in: box to browse and find where you want to save

it on your computer

Save As
Save in: | [ Crosswords - rj( E~
chid @é: ﬁf‘;ﬂcume . d [ choPartiCrossv
@] chzq ) Courses d @ chePart2Crossv
chad 25 PrinciplesofMamriCourse d [@]chioPartiCross
Ch4F G E d [@|chl0Part2Cross
Ch4R 1 My Computer d [@lchizpPartiCross
@lchsH  wwosioy i@l chizPart2Cross
P H‘;!_. DVD-RAM Drive (D:) s
L &% intranet on ‘mercury’ (12) -
S SysS on "SYSDWardite” (X))
File name S SysS on "SYSSalt sys.commnet.edu’ (] lil
) 2 |_dic on ‘sysstariite 1" (£:) — Cancel
Y SR \j My Network Places —I Ll
Help

24. Insert a name for the crossword in the File Name: box

25. Click Save

1 -

i e | W B

Savein: I I3 Crosswords = | - £ Bl
ChiCrossword [ chsPart2Crossword Ch9Part1Crossy
Ch2Crossword [ chePart1 Crossword Ch9Part2Crossy
Ch3Crossword E Ch6Part2Crosswiord ChioPartlCross
Ch4PartiCrossword [ Ch7Part1 Crossword Chi0Part2Cross
Ch4Part2Crossword @) Ch7Part2Crossword ChizPartlCross
ChsPartiCrossword @] Ch8Crossword Chi2Part?Cross
< | \ >
File name: IThe_Cgmr_of Save |
"rr Save astype: IJCross files {~jow) = I Cancel |
Help

26. Click on the File puli-down menu again



27.

28.
29.

Click on Create Web page, scroll to the right and click on Standard Format

g:" JCross: C:\Documents and Settings\0001438 1\My Documents\Courseq
58 Edt Insert Manage Grid Options Help

& New CobeN fo g | 28 B | 2
&= Open Ctr+0

H save CrS

B save As G

«» Add Reading Text a+R B R O WN

&7 Add Metadata CtrM -

2 Create Web page » 28/ Standard Format 6

Z Create Zip Package F7
% Create SCORM 1.2 Package F8 | N K
&h Export for Printing Ctr+P
The_Color_Of.jow
Ch14AppBCrossword.jow ED
Ch13Part2Crossword.jow
Ch13Part1Crossword.jow
Ch12Part2Crossword.jow
_ : ow
¥ Exi Ctrl+Q
YT K E H

Type in a name in the File Name: box
Click Save

Save in:l@[}osswords - I - £k Ev
| |& ] ~TemplCrossPrint
otl |&] Chi3Part2Crossword

& | Ch14AppBCrossword
; File name: IThe_CoIor_Of Save |
= Save astype: IHTI‘u'ILﬁIes {* htm) 'I Cancel |

Help

A | ) S A A



30. Now you can either View the exercise in your browser, Upload the file to the hotpotatoes.net
Website, or Nothing. I usually like to view it in my browser and proofread it.

By | o r=e | @ - | 7 |

31.

l.;" View or upload the exercise E| @| lzl

The following file(s) have been created:
C:\MCourses\PrinciplesofigmntCourse\Crosswords\The_Color_Of htm

What would you like to do?

‘ £ View the exercise in my browser I

#] Upload the file to the hotpotatoes.net Website

X Mothing |

? Help |

| .
Close the Information Bar warning message, and click on the light yellow bar for more

options.
"The Color of..." - Windows Internet Explorer |
& i |@ C:\Documents and Settings\00014381\My Documents\Courses\PrinciplesofMgmntCourse v ‘ *4 || X | Google | P~
Fle Edt View Favortes Tools Help i @snagr B &= ¢ @convert v Flselect
E/\q’ '%';{\b’ & "The Color of.." ]7 o - 5] % - 3' S
@ To help protect your security, Internet Explorer has restricted this webpage from running scripts or ActiveX controls that could access your computer. Click here for options... .
A

"The Color of..."

Crossword

Information Bar

Complete the crossword, then click on "Check” to ¢
number in t

[[] Dont show this message again

Leam about the Information Bar

Did you notice the Information Bar?
The Information Bar alerts you to security-related conditions
for example, if a potentially unsafe file or pop-up was just

blocked). f @ webpage does nat display property, look: for the
Information Bar at the top of the page and click it.

letter. Click on a

\

10



32. Click on Allowed Blocked Content

r‘ "The Color of..." - Windows Internet Explorer

_‘—\‘. -
( ¥ /:'V |@ C:\Documents and Settings\00014381\My Documents\Courses\PrinciplesofMgmntCourse | 4 | X | | p

Fle Edt View Favorites Tools Help  @snagt B & @convert v [l Select
i .
W R

B To help protect your security,

& "The Color of..." ]

Internet Explorer has restricted this webpage from running scripts or ActiveX controls that could access

Allow Blocked Content...
What's the Risk?

"The Color of..." More information

Crossword

| Complete the crossword. then click on "Check” to check vour answer. If vou are stuck. vou can click on "Hint" to get a free letter. Click on a
33. Click Yes
- @snagh B & | @& convert ~ [Select
T,f '{E‘I? & "The Color of..." y_ - D [;é.]

HI To help protect your security, Internet Explorer has restricted this webpage from running scripts or ActiveX controls that could access your computer. Clidk here for

"The Color of..."

Crossword

Complete the crossword, then click on "Check” to check your answer. If you are stuck, you can click on "Hint" to get a free letter. C
number in the grid to see the clue or clues for that number.

Security Warning

Allowing active content such as script and ActiveX controls can be useful,
b4 but active content might also harm your computer.

Are you surlyyou want to let this file run active content?

Yes l I No
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34. Now you can try out your crossword...
"The Color of..."

Crossword

Complete the crossword, then click on "Check” to check your answer. If you are stuck, you can click on "Hint" to get a free letter. Click on a
number in the grid to see the clue or clues for that number.

Down: 1: money |Green Enter | Hint |

35. Now you can insert the html file into a PowerPoint, into a web site, etc.

To print out the crossword using Internet Explorer:

1. For the black boxes to appear when you print it out, you may have to do the following:
a. Click on the Tools menu

@ » | @ c:\Documents and SettiaADleBSl\My Documents

@ Snagh

L 97 |@& "The Color of..."

"Tk




b. Click on Internet Options
vorites Help [ @onagr B & 4

Delete Browsing History...
lor of... = 9 R4
Pop-up Blocker rE—
Phishing Fiter 4
M Add- 4
anage Add-ons or of
vord
Windows Update
383w0rd, | \wrindows Messenger u\.;oumacr
= Diagnose Connection Problems... —
Create Mobile Favorite...

Send to OneNote
Sun Java Console

Internet Options

Click on the Advanced tab

Scroll down until you see “Printing”

Click in the box in front of “Print background colors and images”
Click on Apply

Click on OK

ernet Options

General || Security | Privacy | Content | Connections Programsl Advancedl

Neftings
Smart image dithering
Printing =
Print background colors and images
- Search from the Address bar
() Do not search from the Address bar
(® Just display the resultz in the main window
_'-} Security
Allow active content from CDs to run on My Computer®
[ allow active content to run in files on My Computer®
[ Allow software to run or install even if the signatureisin. —
Check for publisher's certificate revocation
[] chedk for server certificate revocation™
Check for signatures on downloaded programs w

L BN
< | >
*Takes effect after you restart Internet Explorer

Q@+oooe

>

[ Restore advanced settings

Reset Internet Explorer settings
Deletes all temporary files, disables browser
add-ons, and resets all the changed settings.
‘fou should only use this if your browser is in an unusable state.

\

\
[ oK ][ Cancel ] Apply

2. Don’t f6rget to go back and turn off the “Print background colors and images” when you’re
done so that you don’t waste ink for your everyday print outs.
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